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For this course, through lectures, class discussion, oral reports, and a crowd sourcing assignment working with primary sources, we will consider the global history of World War II.  Although some classes will feature a traditional lecture, this course is premised on your actively learning and teaching other class members about World War II.  Another important goal of this class is to develop your abilities to conduct research, write analytical book reviews, and transcribe/annotate documents from the collections of the Institute on World War II and the Human Experience at Florida State University.

No country, even neutral ones, escaped involvement in a total war that engulfed the world from 1931-1945 and saw between 40-50 million combatants and civilians killed. Technological advances, especially in terms of aviation and submarine warfare, further eroded the distinction between civilians and warriors. As result, over half of those killed in this conflict were civilians.  We will consider not only the diplomatic and political history of this conflict, but also explore the economic and social dimensions. To keep sight of the role of the individual, two assignments focus specifically on how the war impacted civilians and average combatants. We will also consider the diverse impact on Axis, Allied, and neutral countries by having every member of the class deliver an oral report discussing one unique nation.  Among the major themes we will consider is nature of fascism, the origins of war, why the Allies won, the Holocaust, and efforts to render justice after 1945. 

COURSE GOALS:

*To enhance skills essential to succeed in advanced history courses, especially the senior seminar:

1. Conduct research in the Strozier and other FSU Libraries drawing upon print,  manuscript, and digital sources.
2. Ability to write scholarly citations that conform to the Chicago Manual of Style.
3. Read a monograph and identify the thesis.

4. Read and synthesize two scholarly monographs in order to write an analytical essay.
5. Transcribe and annotate unpublished manuscripts.

6. Deliver an oral presentation. 

*To gain an overview of the global history of the Second World War. 

TO SUCCEED IN THIS COURSE YOU WILL NEED TO:

*Attend class regularly. Students who miss more than FOUR classes will be dropped from the class and receive an F. Exemptions from this policy will be narrowly interpreted and follow the general university guidelines regarding illness or other extenuating circumstances.   
*Take part in a library scavenger assignment that includes a bibliographic portion.  This assignment will be graded on extra credit basis. 
*Adhere to deadlines for assigned readings and assignments.  
*Complete two essay assignments.

*Deliver a five minute oral report.

*Complete two crowd sourcing projects that will involve the transcription, annotation, and digitization of the papers and writings of Sidney Rochelson.
*Take final examination that includes a take home component.
Late essays will only be accepted at the instructor's discretion.   Papers must be turned in at the beginning of the class on the date they are due.   

YOUR GRADE WILL BE DETERMINED AS FOLLOWS:

First Essay Assignment and Final Examination


One Third





Second Essay Assignment





One Third

The Crowd Sourcing Assignment


  

One Third

There is an extra credit option described later in this syllabus.  
The following books can be purchased from the University bookstore: 

Thomas R. Christofferson and Michael S. Christofferson.  France during World War II


from Defeat to Liberation.  New York: Fordham University Press, 2006.

Albert E. Cowdrey, Fighting for Life: American Military Medicine in World War II.  New York:  Free Press, 1994.

James P. Levy Appeasement and Rearmament: Britain, 1936-1939.   Rowman and Littlefield, 2006

Deborah Dash Moore, GI Jews: How World War II Changed a Generation.  Cambridge, MA:  Harvard University Press, 2004.
Richard Overy, Why the Allies Won.  New York: Norton, 1997.

SCHEDULE OF REQUIRED READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

January 7



Why Study the History of the Second World War? 

January 12

How can I make effective use of Strozier Library?

Attendance is Mandatory

THE SCAVENGER HUNT



January 14

How should I cite primary and secondary sources in my papers for this class?

Attendance is Mandatory
January 19

Did the First World War make the Second World War inevitable?

Frederick R. Dickinson, “Toward a Global Perspective of the Great War: Japan and the Foundations of the Twentieth-Century World” American Historical Review 119 (October 2014): 1154-1183.  

January 21


Why did fascism emerge?  

January 26
Was appeasement a mistake?

FIRST ASSIGNMENT DUE

January 28
Why did Japan go to war with China?

February 2

Why was Blitzkrieg war so successful? 

SUBMIT PROPOSED MONOGRAPH FOR  SECOND ASSIGNMENT 

February 4

Why did some collaborate and others resist?
February 9

Why did the Germans turn to the East and Japanese to the South?

February 11

Why did the Allies win? 

Overy, Why the Allies Won, entire

Chi Man Kwong, “The Failure of Japanese Land-Sea Cooperation during the Second World War: Hong Kong and the South China Coast as an Example, 1942-1945” Journal of Military History 79 (January 2015): 69-91.

February 16 
Why did Holocaust take place?

Marc David Baer, “Muslim Encounters with Nazism and the Holocaust: The Ahmadi of Berlin and German-Jewish Convert to Islam Hugo Marcus”  American Historical Review 120 (February 2015): 140-171.

Amir Weiner, “Nature, Nurture, and Memory in a Socialist Utopia: Delineating the Socio-Ethnic Body in the Age of Socialism”  American Historical Review 104 (October 1999): 1114-55.

CROWD SOURCING PACKETS DISTRIBUTED

February 18

How did the Allied and Occupied Countries Respond to the Holocaust? 
February 23

NATIONS AT WAR: ORAL REPORTS
February 25

NATIONS AT WAR: ORAL REPORTS

March 1

NATIONS AT WAR: ORAL REPORTS

March 3

NATIONS AT WAR: ORAL REPORTS

SECOND ESSAY ASSIGNMENT DUE

MARCH 7 – 11, 2015

SPING BREAK

March 15

How did the status of women change during the War?
D’Ann Campbell, "Women in Combat" The World War II

Experience in the United States, Great Britain, Germany, and the Soviet Union" Journal of Military History (April 1993): 301-23.  (Available at FSU Library)
Nancy L. Clark, "Gendering Production in Wartime South Africa" American Historical Review (October 2001): 1181-1213. (Available at FSU Library)
March 17

What to do with a history major?
March 22



What role did religion play in the time of total war? 

Moore, G.I. Jews, entire

March 24

Why did men and women fight?  What sustained them?  

March 29

How did medicine help win the war for the Allies?

Cowdrey, Fighting for Life, entire

March 31  

Annotation Workshop
April 5

Why did Japan surrender?

Yukiko Koshiro, “Eurasian Eclipse: Japan’s End Game in World War II”  American Historical Review 109 (April 2004): 417-444.
April 7

Why are sources so important to historians?
CROWDSOURCING ASSIGNMENT DUE

April 12

How did World War II change the world order?

The Atlantic Charter, entire

Charter of the United Nations, entire

April 14

How did the victors and defeated render justice after World War II?

Francine Hirsh, “The Soviets at Nuremberg: International Law, Propaganda, and the Making of the Postwar Order”  American Historical Review 113 (June 2008): 701-730.

Margherita Zanasi, “Globalizing Hanjian: The Suzhou Trial and Post World War Discourse on Collaboration” American Historical Review 113 (June 2008): 731-751.
April 19

How do different nations remember World War II?

Omer Bartov, “Germany’s Unforgettable War: The Twisted Road from Berlin to Moscow and Back”  Diplomatic History 25 (Summer 2001): 405-423.

Kerry Smith, “The Showa Hall: Memorializing Japan’s War at Home”  Public Historian 24 (Fall 2002): 35-64.

April 21



Review
FIRST ESSAY ASSIGNMENT: Reading and Assessing a Monograph
In a 1000 word book review essay answer the following questions after reading James P. Levy, Appeasement and Rearmament: Britain, 1936-1939 (2006): Has the policy of appeasement adopted by British Government in the late 1930s been unfairly criticized?   Why does James P. Levy think the policy of appeasement was a prudent one for the Conservative Government of Stanley Baldwin and Neville Chamberlain to follow despite the fact that they ultimately failed to prevent World War II?  

In completing this assignment, please keep in mind the course professor will be looking to see if you can understand and critique Levy’s thesis and the evidence he uses to support his argument.

THE SECOND ESSAY ASSIGNMENT AND ORAL REPORT

This assignment will allow you to compare the impact of World War II on France and another nation that you are interested in examining in-depth. In this 2500-3500 word essay, you will examine the differences between France and another nation.  Your essay will be based on the monograph by Thomas R. Christofferson and Michael Christofferson, France During World War II: From Defeat to Liberation (2006) and another monograph dealing with another country’s (or colony’s) involvement during World War II.  This second monograph must be approved by the course instructor in advance (no later than February 4). No two people in the class can read the same monograph.  Also, no monograph centered on the United States will be approved. To locate a suitable monograph you are encouraged to consult the book review sections of the American Historical Review, Journal of Contemporary History, and Journal of Military History.

As part of this assignment you will deliver before the class a five minute oral presentation summarizing the impact of the Second World War on your “second country.”   As part of your 5 minute presentation, you should also develop a one page outline to distribute to members of the class. (Be sure to put your name on the outline).    

You should be ready to make your oral presentation as early as February 23.   The written portion of the assignment is due on March 3, 2016. Your oral report will be graded on the basis of “extra credit” and you can earn up to ten points added to the written portion of the assignment.  If you do not make an oral presentation, ten points will be deducted from your paper’s grade.

CROWDSOURING ASSIGNMENT: The Sidney Rochelson Papers

To reconstruct what happened in the past, historians rely on documents and artifacts.  In this assignment you will transcribe and annotate three letters from the Sidney Rochelson Papers held by the Institute on World War II and the Human Experience. Rochelson, a Jewish GI served in the U.S. Army during the war as a surgeon in the European Theater.  Full guidelines will be provided along with the document at the beginning of class on February 16. 

Essentially for this assignment you will need to:

a/Read and transcribe the documents. In making a transcription, the goal will be to render  Rochelson’s text as accurately as possible in a digital format so it can be part of the Institute’s website. In terms of annotation, you will seek to identify individuals, events, and objects mentioned in the documents. You will be given guidelines on February 24 on how to enter your work digitally.
b/Annotate the document identifying names, places, and events drawing on authoritative sources from the Strozier Library and elsewhere.
c/Provide a worksheet that outlines the research you have done.  In annotating primary source documents there are research dead ends and in some cases individuals, places, and events that cannot be unidentified. 

This assignment will be due at the beginning of class on April 7, 2016. This transcribed document with annotation should be uploaded onto the Scripto Website (details will be provided).   Also a printed copy of the transcribed and annotated document along with the work sheet will be collected at the beginning of class on April 7. At the end of each transcript, enter on the bottom of the page the following must appear: 

Transcript and Annotation:  Your Name, Florida State University, dd/mm/yr.  

Extra Credit Report 

The Institute on World War II and the Human Experience will host a scholarly conference focusing on Comparative Home Front, January 14-16.  The entire Florida State University is encouraged to attend; a complete schedule can be found on ww2.fsu.edu. If you plan to attend the keynote address on Thursday, January 14 or scholarly sessions on February 15-16 it is helpful to send an e-mail to the Institute graduate assistant, Jan-Ruth Mills at ww2@ww2.fsu.edu.  This will ensure we can order enough food for the reception on January 14 and coffee for the breaks.

Although not required, there is an option of writing a short 700-1000 word essay summarizing either the keynote address or one of the scholarly sessions being held during conference. If you elect to write this essay, it will be due at the beginning of class on January 21. Up to ten extra credit points can be earned that will be applied to the grade for the first essay assignment. 
THE FINAL EXAMINATION

PART ONE (TAKE HOME):

In this assignment you will have the chance to try your hand at writing the first draft of a headnote for the Sidney Rochelson digitial collection. To complete this portion of the take home examination write a 1000-1500 word essay drawing on the Rochelson’s correspondence posted on Scripto and the monographs GI Jews by Deborah Dash Moore and  Fighting For Life by Albert E. Cowdrey.
The take home component of the final examination is due at the beginning of the in-class examination. 

PART TWO (IN CLASS):

Be prepared to write no more than three in-class essays in blue books provided by the course professor.  For this portion of the examination each student is permitted to bring a 5 ½ x 11 page crib sheet to assist them for the examination
Expectations for Individual Essays

The essay and group assignments for this course will allow you to demonstrate your ability to write essays that reflect your analysis of scholarly works and other sources that reflects a body of knowledge relevant to World War II.

GRADING RUBRIC FOR INDIVIDUAL ESSAYS

97-100
Essay is exceptional in every respect and has the potential to develop into a published article.  It offers a thorough grasp of all the primary sources required for the assignment.  It offers a well-grounded thesis supported by evidence drawn from the primary sources required for this assignment.  Stylistically, this essay is engaging, free of any grammatical or typographical errors.

94-96



Essay is outstanding in every respect.  It offers a thorough grasp

of assigned primary sources.  It offers a well-grounded thesis supported by primary sources required for this assignment. Stylistically, this essay is engaging, and has only a handful of minor typographical errors.

90-93
Essay is outstanding in most respects, but some themes could be developed.   It offers a grasp of the assigned primary sources.  It offers a well-grounded thesis supported by primary sources required for this assigned. Stylistically, this essay is engaging, and has only a handful of minor grammatical and typographical errors.

87-89
Essay is good in every respect.  It offers a good grasp of the primary sources assigned, but the analysis could be developed.  It offers a grasp of the assigned primary sources.  It offers a well-grounded thesis supported by primary sources required for this assignment. Stylistically, this essay is engaging, but does have several grammatical and typographical errors.

84-86
Essay is good.  It offers a solid grasp of the primary sources, but several themes are missing or could be developed.   It offers a thesis, but the analysis could be developed. Stylistically this essay is accessible, but does contain a number of grammatical and typographical errors.

80-83
Essay is good.  It offers a solid grasp of the primary sources, but several themes are missing or could be developed.   It offers a thesis, but the analysis is uneven. Stylistically this essay is accessible, but does contain a significant number of grammatical and typographical errors.

77-79
Essay does a fair job in most respects, but lacks significant analysis.   The grasp of the primary sources is limited.  It mainly offers a summary of each primary source and provides little synthesis. Stylistically this essay is accessible, but does contain a significant number of grammatical and typographical errors.

74-76
Essay does a fair job in most respects, but the essay does not fully address the key themes raised by the assignment.   The grasp of the primary sources is limited and mainly offers a summary of each primary source and provides little synthesis. Stylistically this essay is accessible, but does contain a significant number of grammatical and typographical errors.

70-73
Essay does a fair job in most respects, but the essay does not fully address the key themes raised by the assignment.   The grasp of the primary sources is limited, and mainly offers a summary of each primary sources and provides little synthesis. Stylistically, this essay is accessible, but does contain a significant number of grammatical and typographical errors.

67-69
Essay is marred by significant errors and conveys only a minimal grasp of the assigned sources. It offers virtually no analysis.  It contains a significant number of grammatical and typographical errors.

65-67
Essay is marred by significant errors and conveys only superficial, minimal grasp of the assigned sources. It offers virtually no analysis.  It is contains a significant number of grammatical and typographical errors.

60-63
Essay is marred by significant errors and conveys only superficial, minimal grasp of the assigned sources. It offers virtually no analysis.  It is contains a significant number of grammatical and typographical errors.  Assertions are made that are inaccurate or even incorrect (e.g. incorrect dates for events).

56
Essay is poorly written with no analysis or clear thesis.  It is unclear whether the assigned sources were even read. 

GRADING RUBIC:  CROWD SOURCING PROJECT

This assignment will allow you demonstrate your ability to transcribe, analyze, and annotate primary sources related to the Second World War.  Since this assignment will be published on the Institute’s Website, high standards are expected in order that transcripts and annotation are useful to scholars, students, and the general public.

97-100




The project is flawless and can be posted

on the Institute Website immediately.  

The transcriptions are flawless and annotation enlightening and based on exemplary research.  

94-97




The project is almost flawless and with a 






few minor corrections can be posted on the Institute 






website immediately. The transcripts are almost flawless






and annotation based on excellent research.

90-93




The final project is outstanding and with a 






few minor corrections can be posted on the Institute 






website immediately. Transcriptions are well done

and annotations enlightening. But there are a few corrections that must be addressed before the project can be posted on the Institute website.

87-89
The final project is outstanding and when several corrections are made, the project be posted on the Institute 

Website immediately. The transcriptions require only minor corrections; only a few additions are needed for the annotation.

84-86
The final project is good and when several significant corrections are made, the project can be posted on the Institute website. The transcriptions do require revisions, and the annotation need further development.

80-83
The transcriptions do require revisions, and the annotation needs further development. More attention needs to be paid to organization and there are number of grammatical errors in the annotation.  

77-79   



The final project is not suitable for placement on the






Institute website without major revisions. Although

there is some merit in the project, the transcriptions are flawed, and the annotation incomplete.

74-77




The final project is not suitable for placement on the






Institute website without major revisions. Although

there is some merit in the project, the transcriptions and annotation  are seriously flawed. There are number of factual and grammatical errors in the annotation.

70-73




The final project is not suitable for placement on the

Institute website without major revisions. The transcriptions are seriously flawed, and the annotation incomplete.  There are number of factual and grammatical errors in the annotation.  

66
The transcriptions are riddled with errors and annotation incomplete. The annotation is disorganized and filled with mistakes of fact and poorly written.

56
The transcriptions riddled with errors and the annotation superficial. The annotation is disorganized and filled with mistakes of fact and incoherent. 



IN ALL WRITING ESSAY ASSIGNMENTS

*Each paper will be graded on the basis of research, conceptualization, analysis, and presentation. Sources derived from the Internet should be used with great caution. As a general rule, a good history paper will never rely solely on materials found on the Internet.  Students are especially cautioned about relying upon Wikipedia as a source. 

*The course professor will read drafts of the first and second assignment in advance to offer suggestions revisions.  Students wishing to take advantage of this option must submit papers at least 48 hours in advance.  
*Except for the title page, each page of your paper should be numbered. Each paper should be typed, double spaced with a one-inch margin (right, left, top, bottom). Be sure to use a font no larger than 12 point.
*Remember to proofread your paper. It is a good idea to have your paper reviewed by someone else for clarity and to catch grammatical errors. Reading the paper backwards sentence by sentence can help you identify errors.
*Do not assume the reader has full knowledge of the subject. A good paper should be written for an "unknown" reader and must assume that he/she has little or no knowledge of the subject.
*Be sure you have adequately cited your sources. Any direct quotes from published or unpublished sources must be bracketed by quotation marks and properly cited either with a footnote/endnote. Make sure your footnotes or endnotes conform to: Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations or the Chicago Manual of Style. Parenthetical citations are NOT acceptable for a history paper. If you are a history major or minor, it is strongly recommended you purchase Turabian from your local bookstore. 
*NO FINAL PAPER WILL BE ACCEPTED AS PART OF AN E-MAIL ATTACHMENT.  Drafts may be submitted via e-mail. 

A FEW WORDS REGARDING PROFESSIONAL ETIQUETTE: 

1. If you decide to attend class, I believe it is rude to leave before the class has ended. If you are late to a lecture, I expect you to enter the classroom discretely.  Students arriving to class 10 minutes late will be considered absent for the day.
2. I expect e-mail messages to me to follow the rules of standard written English regarding capitalization, sentence structure, and spelling. I will not respond to e-mails or telephone calls that seek to learn your grade on an assignment or examination. As a general rule I will try to respond to e-mails within a 48 hour period (except on weekends). If you have not heard from me after 48 hours please do not hesitate to contact me again.

3. Overall, I encourage you to see me during office hours if you have questions about course readings, written assignments, and other course related matters. I am also happy to talk with you if you are considering a history major and/or would like advice on career planning. 

4. Your informed opinion is valued. One of the goals of this course is for you to develop your own "interpretations" of history. At the same time, it is equally important that you respect the informed viewpoints of others.
University Attendance Policy: Excused absences include documented illness, deaths in the family and other documented crises, call to active military duty or jury duty, religious holy days, and official University activities. These absences will be accommodated in a way that does not arbitrarily penalize students who have a valid excuse. Consideration will also be given to students whose dependent children experience serious illness.

Academic Honor Policy: The Florida State University Academic Honor Policy outlines the University’s expectations for the integrity of students’ academic work, the procedures for resolving alleged violations of those expectations, and the rights and responsibilities of students and faculty members throughout the process. Students are responsible for reading the Academic Honor Policy and for living up to their pledge to “. . . be honest and truthful and . . . [to] strive for personal and institutional integrity at Florida State University.” (Florida State University Academic Honor Policy, found at http://fda.fsu.edu/Academics/Academic-Honor-Policy.)

Americans With Disabilities Act: Students with disabilities needing academic accommodation should: (1) register with and provide documentation to the Student Disability Resource Center; and (2) bring a letter to the instructor indicating the need for accommodation and what type. This should be done during the first week of class.

This syllabus and other class materials are available in alternative format upon request.

For more information about services available to FSU students with disabilities, contact the:

Student Disability Resource Center 874 Traditions Way 108 Student Services Building Florida State University Tallahassee, FL 32306-4167  (850) 644-9566 (voice) (850) 644-8504 (TDD) sdrc@admin.fsu.edu http://www.disabilitycenter.fsu.edu/
Free Tutoring from FSU
On-campus tutoring and writing assistance is available for many courses at Florida State University. For more information, visit the Academic Center for Excellence (ACE) Tutoring Services’ comprehensive list of on-campus tutoring options - see http://ace.fsu.edu/tutoring or contact tutor@fsu.edu. High-quality tutoring is available by appointment and on a walk-in basis. These services are offered by tutors trained to encourage the highest level of individual academic success while upholding personal academic integrity.  

Syllabus Change Policy
Except for changes that substantially affect implementation of the evaluation (grading) statement, this syllabus is a guide for the course and is subject to change with advance notice.
1/6/2016
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